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Environmental Measures

Ventilation and Air Exchange
All HVAC systems are operated and maintained as per standards and specifications, and are working properly.
Portable fans or air conditioning units set up to move air downward and not blowing air directly from one

person’s breathing zone to other occupants of a room. Horizontal cross breezes have been avoided..
Use of portable air conditioners and fans in unventilated spaces with doors and windows closed should be

avoided, except when necessary during high or excessive heat events.
Air systems have been upgraded to MERV 13 filters or other mitigation efforts have been identified.
Risk mitigation strategies have been identified for excessive heat events or times of poor air quality
Windows are opened if weather permits and HVAC system function will not be negatively impacted

Cleaning and Disinfecting
General cleaning of the premises, and cleaning and disinfecting of frequently touched surfaces, at least once in

a 24-hour period
Practices are in place to clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces when they are visibly dirty.
Empty garbage containers daily.
Frequently-touched items like toys or manipulatives that may not be able to be cleaned often (e.g. fabrics) or at

all (e.g. sand, foam, playdough, etc.) can be used. Carpets and rugs (e.g. in Kindergarten and StrongStart classes)
can also be used.

Wear disposable gloves when cleaning and disinfecting bodily fluids (e.g., runny nose, vomit, stool, urine). Wash
hands before wearing and after removing gloves.

Follow regular health and safety procedure and regularly used PPE (e.g., gloves, Kevlar sleeves) for blood and
bodily fluids

Administrative Measures

Daily Health Check
Staff and other adults should complete a daily health check prior to entering the school.
Parents and caregivers should assess their children daily for illness before sending them to school.

Parents/caregivers and students can utilize the Daily Health Check & What to Do When Sick resource for daily
assessment of symptoms.

If a student, staff or other adult is sick, they must not enter the school
Practices are in place to appropriately respond when a staff member, student, or other person develops

symptoms of illness while at school.
Schools should have a space available where a student or staff that develops symptoms can wait comfortably

and is separated from others, and should have non-medical masks available for those experiencing respiratory
symptoms who would like to wear one.

When a staff, student or other adult can return to school depends on if they have tested positive for COVID-19
and/or improvement of their symptoms. See link below for more information regarding what to do when
experiencing COVID-19 symptoms.

Students or staff may still attend school if a member of their household develops new symptoms of illness
and/or has tested positive for COVID-19, provided the student/staff has no symptoms themselves. BCCDC has
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more information for those considered a close contact, which are usually people from the same household.

Gatherings, Events and Space Arrangement
Schools can return to classroom and learning environment configurations and activities that best meet learner

needs and preferred educational approaches, though should still consider implementing strategies to help create
space between people and to support students and staff using a trauma-informed approach:

For staff only gatherings (e.g. meetings, pro-d, etc.), respect room occupancy limits, use available space to
spread people out, and consider virtual options. Gatherings must also occur in line with those permitted as per
relevant local, regional, provincial and federal public health recommendations and Orders and any related
WorkSafe BC guidance.

For school gatherings and events that bring together multiple classes or other groupings of students (e.g.,
school assemblies, multiple classes doing a single activity, etc.) from the same school (but members of the school
community beyond staff, students and necessary volunteers are not attending), there is not a specific capacity
limit.

On March 10th 2022, the Provincial Health Officer announced the Gathering and Events Order requiring proof of
vaccination for certain community-led gatherings and events would be lifted end of day on April 7th, 2022. While
that Order is in place, indoor school extracurricular and social gatherings and events that bring together members
of the school community beyond staff, students and necessary volunteers (e.g., an arts club performance,
community fair, etc.), or that occur between schools (e.g., a music festival, a sports game or tournament, etc.)
should not exceed 50 people or 50% operating capacity (whichever is greater) and proof of vaccination
requirements should not be implemented.

When the Gatherings and Events Order requiring proof of vaccination for community-led gatherings and events
is lifted, all school gatherings and events can return to 100% capacity.

Intra- and inter-school programs, activities (e.g. intramurals, sports team practices, games), sports academies
and events can continue in alignment with the guidelines the capacity should follow that outlined within the
School Gatherings and Events Guideline.

Visitor Access
Schools are responsible for ensuring that visitors are aware of communicable disease protocols and

requirements, and have completed a daily health check, prior to entering the school.
Schools are responsible for ensuring that visitors are aware of communicable disease protocols and

requirements, and have completed a daily health check, prior to entering the school.
Schools can return to routine sign in/sign out practices for visitors and staff not typically onsite. Schools do not

need to keep a list of the date, names and contact information of visitors for communicable disease prevention
purposes

Schools can return to routine pick up/drop off practices, though should still consider strategies to prevent
crowding at pick-up and drop-off time. Parents/caregivers and other visitors should respect others’ personal space
while on school grounds, including outside.

After hours community use of facilities is allowed in alignment with other health and safety measures

Student Transportation
Frequently touched surfaces are cleaned and disinfected at least 1x/day. Surfaces touched by fewer people are

cleaned 1x/day.
Parents and caregivers must assess their child daily for symptoms of common cold, influenza, COVID-19, or

other infectious respiratory disease before sending them to school (see the Daily Health Check section for more
information). If a child is sick, they must not take the bus or go to school.

Practices are in place to clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces when they are dirty.
Other general cleaning occurs in line with regular practices.
Bus drivers, teachers and students in Kindergarten to Grade 12 may choose to wear masks or face coverings

when they are on the bus
Practices are in place to encourage bus drivers and passengers to practice hand hygiene before and after trips.
Passengers are spread out if empty seats are available.
Windows are opened when the weather allows.

Personal Measures

Hand cleaning facilities are available and accessible throughout the school and are well maintained.



Hand-washing should be encouraged upon school entry and before/after breaks and eating, using washroom
and using frequently touched shared equipment

If hands are visibly soiled, alcohol-based hand rub may not be effective at eliminating microbes. Soap and water
are preferred when hands are visibly dirty. If it is not available, use an alcohol based hand wipe followed by
alcohol-based hand rub

Ensure hand-washing supplies are always well stocked including soap, paper towels and where appropriate,
alcohol-based hand rub with a minimum of 60% alcohol.

Personal Protective Equipment

Masks
The decision to wear a mask or face covering is a personal choice for staff, students and visitors. A person’s

choice should be supported and respected. Refer to Supportive School Environments for more information.
Schools should continue to have non-medical masks on hand for those who have forgotten theirs but would like

to wear one, or who become ill at school

Curriculum, Programs and Activities

Field Trips
For transportation, including school bus transportation and public transit, see guidance in the transportation

section i
Schools must ensure that volunteers providing supervision are trained in and strictly adhere to required health

and safety guidelines
Alignment with applicable local, regional, provincial and federal public health recommendations and Orders,

including for international travel
Schools should consider guidance provided for overnight camps from BCCDC and the BC Camps Association

when planning overnight trips that include group accommodation
Schools should make every effort to avoid venue/locations that place additional requirements that could prevent

a person from being able to participate, particularly students. If this is not possible (and the field trip/travel cannot
occur otherwise), schools can require participants to confirm they are able to meet the additional requirements
(e.g., are able to provide proof of vaccination).

School Libraries / Learning Commons
The BC Teacher Librarians Association has developed Recommendations for Access to Library Learning Commons
Resources to Meet COVID-19 Requirements (link is below). In the case of any discrepancy in guidance, schools and
school districts are expected to follow the Ministry of Education guidelines.

A copy of this Addendum will be sent to:
NPowell@sd35.bc.ca
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